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<&A brief Illation or c Remonfirance of the 
Injurious proceedings and Inhumane 
cruelties of the Turks, perpetrated on 
the Qommander and company of the 
Ship Lewis of "London ; w.b the re- 
filled Captivity of their Ship, Goods 
and Terfons, by the Men of War of 
Tripoli and Tunis 9 jeith their happy 
e [cape from them, 7^ ? /f i> 

\ltttam EH, Commander of the Ship Limu of 
London, with his faid (hip at Alexandria m 
Egypt, about the twelfth of faniurj Jgft paft 
was preffed by the Baffa of the faid place, to 
fervefortranfportationofRice, Sugars with 

™,.„* e u °fil C n P rov i fions for the Grand Signien ac- 
count, from the toiVott of Alexandria, to Cov/ta»ti„ople ot 
Smyrna, which of the two (might with moft convenient and 
fecunty from the FWto Armata) be firft arrived to with 
coatraft for the fumme of Rials off 6; 5 o. for fucn 'goods 
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as the Turks faid they would !ade ; and for the reft of his (hips 
burden, he was to lade himfelf or difpofe of as he pleafcd. 

The faid Captain and {hip thus forced andingagcd, the 
Turks (contrary to the faid contract) keep them frcrn the i % of 
Wtrytill the 18 of April, (with promife of cor.fideration 
for demurrage or lofs of tune) they detaining him onely for 
their own convenience. At laft difmift hi«:> (with breach of 
contract too; both in quantity and quality o* the goods promi- 
fed to be laden) without payment of any part of his fraight, or 
the leaft allowance for his fo long attendance. 

The Captain thereupon demanding compliance, with con- 
trad for fraight and demurrage, is anfwered with threats of 
chains and captivity, if he forthwith depart not with two 
French (hips, which they had in like manner forced to ferve 
for Convoy of divers Turkifh vtiTels which were ready to de- 
part with us, putting on board of us (amongft other Turks) 
an Officer called Capagee to order us (as it fhould feem) ac- 
cording to Inftrudions given him, whereof we knew nothing, 
fcve to fail direftly to finftatiiimple or Smyrna. 

The faid Turk'.fli Officer or Capagee (fo foon as we were 
gotten into the height of the lfland of Rhodes) commanded us in 
theGrand Seigniers name,to bear in for that Port(when we had 
a fair wind to fail on towards Smyrna) and the 28 of Afrit we 
came into Rhodes with all our Fleet, fave the bigger of the 
French (hips, which left us two dayes before ; nor could we 
hear what became of him. 

In the Port ofRbod:s we found the Captain Bafla (or Ge- 
neral of the Grand Signiers Naval forces) with fourty four 
Gallyes, feven Tripoli, fix Algetre, four Tunu (hips of War • 
here we are configncd into the Baffa's hands, and kept two 
monethsinworfe condition (for blows of all forts, with wea- 
pons and other wayes) then the very Gally-Slaves, and were 
reduced to want of all provifions, fave bread onely, without 
money to help our felves •, nor durlt we go on fhore to procure 
it. And be fides all our perfonal fufferings (and making us row 
them with our boats where any of them pleafed for the pay of 
blows and abufe*) we were threatned by thofe of Tripoli and 
Tunu, that fo foon as the Grand Signiers goods were out of 
* cur 
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our (hip, they would not onely have two youths of ours (which 
they bad laid wait for, to fatisfie their inhumane, unnaturall 
Luft) but alfo would be Matter of our (hip, goods and men, or 
they would fet fire of us, though it were in Portjnor were thofe 
words onely loofely fpoken as fimply bravado's, butrefolutions 
confirmed to us by fome Jews pafllngers with us, who conver- 
ting with them on fhore, advertifed our Captain of the fame ; 
advifing him to provide for the Security of his (hip, perfon, and 
goods. 

Notwithstanding all which, and our (hips being fo leek (by 
reafon of a ftroke on a wrack as we came out of Alexandria) 
that our pumps went continually, we yet failed after the Bafla 
and his Fleet to the T (land of Stangue, where they then told us 
we muft go to Mettelina ( an lfland 'twixt Cenftar.tinople 
and Smyrna) there to deliver all our goods , as well belong- 
ing to ftrangers as to our felves, and fit our (hip to ferve 
amongft them againft the Venetians ; to which anfwer was 
made that the Captain was under obligation to feveral Mer- 
chants to carry their goods to Smyrna, that his (hip (as they 
fawjwjs leek and unferviceable, wherefore he defired he might 
be difmifled to make all poffible hafte to Smyrna, left the (hip 
might founder under him, and all be loft. But no reafon will 
ferve, follow them we muft , whither they pleafe to lead us, 
till a fit conjuncture to make us a prey to the Barbarians, whom 
the Bafla is forced to humour, fearing their power, and want- 
ing their aid.in this fo great exigent againft the Venttians. 

By this time the. French Captain and the Mariners of each 
our (hips had certain norice of the defign which the Tripoli and 
Tank men of war had on u? both, and came to our Captain to 
give account of what they were too muchaflured, and withed 
him (as they intended to da) to provide for the prefervation 
of himfelf, his people and goods. 

in this great ftrait, not having much time to confi^er, 
nor others to confult then our own abufed Officers and Mari- 
ners, (all ftr utk with deep apprehenfion of our greater approv- 
ing miferies) after craving Gods afiiftance and direction, the 
Captain refolves all difficulties and expedients : And firft, 
1. That he had left a confiderablc pare of his ftock at Alexam 
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dria, with all the freight (or pay) due to him for the prefent fer- 
vice to the value of Rials f 20000 or thereabouts, to provide 
lading for his (hip againft his return from Smyrna thither, and 
that he had in his (hip the value of ether Rials £ 15000. or 
thereabouts (for his own and owners account) in goods no 
where vendable fave in Turkey (or at beft of little value in any 
part of Chriftendome) and therefore he not going into Turky, 
would be the certain lofsof all the ^Alexandria flock, with a 
very great part of that in the fhip. 

2. That if he fliould efcape from the Fleet and go for 
Smyrna (whither 'twas probable his now mutinied Marriners 
werelikeftto be perfwaded to go) That then for difobeying 
the Generals command of going to Metelina, (and under pre- 
tence of the Grand Signieurs dif-fervice) the General might 
make life and goods a prey to his fury and avarice. 

3 . That if he fliould go with them to Mttelina, and un- 
lade all there, our goods would be imbezelled and loft, we ha- 
ving none there to take care of any thing, nor anyoneoflin- 
guage to fpeak for us, if we fliGuId be kept amongft them to 
ferve againft the Venetians, and by accident fliould betaken 
by them, there could be no better expected then lofs of fhip, 
and captivity of perfons; as it befell Captain Merfie in the fhip 
JPetir, about two years fince. 

4. That a French Captain which went away from Alex- 
andria about four dayes before us, bdides lofs of all was taken 
and hanged by the Venetian General, onely for bringing pro- 
visions to the Turks, and hereof we had notice at Rhodes. 

5. That againft this defperate deftrudive refolutionof 
the Barbarian Corfares to make prize of his, our perfonsand 
goods, wecouSd have little hope of protedion from the Ca- 
ptain Bafla or General, for that five dayes before wc arri- 
ved at Rhodes, the faid feven fhips of Tripoli (which were 
then in the Grand Seignuurs fervice, and had received their 
pay before they came out of Tripoli, which notwithftanding> 
did near Candia feize on the (hip Reflation of London, Captain 
Thomas on his way towards Scandarene, with the value of Rials 
of - ioocco in ready money end goods for the account of our 
.Merchants, and madefaleof our ftiip, perfons and goods at 
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Rfoiest in the pretence of the Grand Ssjqnieur and Arnw' 
which ought to have protected our fhip, rnln and good? and 
releafed all according to our Capitulations, had the Tripoli 
lh:ps been (imply in the capacity of Barbarian Rovers and 
much more beu g m the Grand Seignieurs pay, and confequent- 
ly of his own Navy. 

The whole premiffes confidered, with the aflbrances (the 
French Captun and Officers affirmed they had from very good 
hands of the inevitable deftrudion which was defigned for as . 
together with the general Refo'ution of our men not to run 
themfclvcs further into an apparent mifery which was yeta- 
voidable; we on the 6 of fofy, near the Me of Samos, took 
our opportunity to leave the Turks in the night ,• and by Gods 
bleffing on the 28 of fulj we arrived atLivomtJov which ereat 
deliverance, the good & provident Lord be for ever bleffed'our 
Captain and all with him humbly conceived,thatGod direded 
them to the moft Chnftian and prudent expedient for the pre- 
fervation of fo many Chriftians, eftates,liberties and lives which 
otherwife muft inevitably have periflied, with their poor fami- 
lies depending on them.all whom may now by Gods providence 
live to ferve their Countrey. 

We are now informed that force officious perfons here cla- 
mour hrgh,condemning this our ad, as like to be prejudicial to 
the eftate in Turkey ,- and that therefore they would endeavour 
to procure the great Dukes denial of us the ufual priviledge of 
his free Porr. And that we (hall neither have reception nor pro- 
tedion, but would inforce us to return into the Barbarians 
hands from which God hath fo gracioufly delivered us • but 
had the perteft of thofe critical pretenders been under the fame 
diftrefs, they would queftionlefs have confidered with us that 
hfe being the moft defirable of all temporal good (For skin for 
skin and all that a man hath be »iff give fer his life) next liber- 
ty and eftate,which makes our being a comfortable wel-beine • 
and then the reputation of jufti.ee and prudence, which are 
mans chiefeft ornaments and accomplifhmcnts, and all thefe 
at brink of inevitable ruine, and but one onely way left to 
efcape it. k is believed they would have concluded with us thac 
prefervation of all was prepofeable unto feif- felony, felf-be- 
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traying of liberty and eftates (with the wel-beingofall our 
deareft relations) in fidelity to the truft repofed in us, by 
whom imployed us, and forfeiture of the repute of prudent, 
or able to manage, imputation of all which muft neceflarily 
have been incurred, had we notufed this onely means to fave 
what elfe had been totally loft. 

And for jealoufie of prejudice to the eftate in Turkey. The 
Tenth Article of our capitulation provides as followeth ; viz. 
That no Engafli-mans perfon or eftate (except of fuch a* have 
become furetiesby publickAdj ftiall be liable to the debt or 
default of any other, and queftionlefs the Lord Embafladour 
with his power and authority will have better account of Capi- 
tulations from a Council of State, where things are calmly 
debated, that all parties may be underftood, then poer men 
could have had when in the hands of mercilefs Barbarians, who 
had determined our general dcftruftion- befides the two 
youths which were committed to our Captains Tuition (for 
education as well in Chriftianity ,is in abilities to be ferviceable 
to their Countreys he was as willing to preferve from being 
forced (by cruelties J to turn Turk, or fuffering other unfpeak. 
able abufes ; As Lot was to incur inconveniencies to himfelf 
rather then to expofe his two ft rangers ( once retired under his 
roof and protection) to the abufe of thofe (and thefe are no 
Jefs) Nefariotu Sodomite, who at Rhodes violated two Greek 
youths belonging to the Gallies, for which fomeof the foul- 
dkrs (who were the inftrumcnts of bearing them away) were 
hanged, but the youths could never be recovered out of the 
hands of the Barbarian Captain who had them ; So little thefe 
Monfters value the BafTa's authority. But nottobetrouble- 
fome with much more which might be faid: The fummeofall 
is felf-prcftrvation, natural and rational, and when that's ac 
ftake (with fuch a train of dependences as attended this cafe of 
ours ) 'Tis hivnbly conceived, that all other circumftantes (nay 
even legalities themfelves) are not confiderable ; and if in or- 
der to felf-prcfervation, a Mofes obfeured himfelf, a'Dav^d 
feigned madnefs. &aPWefcaped out of a window in a tmket; 
It may be hoped there's nothing in this ad of ours o ncrary to 
Canon or civil right. And to take of all fuppofitions of making 
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any advantage of the Turks goodi.lt iidefired that the interef- 
leu in the fhip would become fecurityto his Highnefs the Lord 
Protedor, that juft account (hall be rendred of all that belongs 
to the Iurks,and than the balance duj to them (hall l.kewife be 
depofitedin the bands ofwhomfoever his Highoefs may think 
?t to appomt to be diipofed accordingly , after the cafe 
Js more fully examined , controverted and judged ; for we 
defire to give a good account of our fclvcs in all particulars, to 
enjoy our Countrey and friends, and with our perfons and 
fubftance to fern hi* Highnefs and the State, as our Captain 
and many of asm the fame (hip did, on the engagement with 
the Dutch before ZrWw, under Captain B*Mley, to the 
knowledge of all the Levant Company, in whofeferviceour 
Captain hath been imp ! oyed ever fince his childhood ; not 
hath any other way of livelihood, fave by the fervice of his 
friends in the Levant Navigation. And therefore humbly de- 
fires that this Cafe may have gracious audience, and himfelf 
and company acquitted or condemned according to the merir 
of it. 

And in the mesn time we further pray, that the interefTed in 
the (hip would become petitioners to his Hsghnefi for his Let- 
ter to the great Duke ofTufcany, that we may with the ufuai 
freedom of his Port, buy, fell, and receive our dues without 
opprefiion or molefhtion from any pretenders vvhatfoever,- 
That we may not be neceflkatcd to any refolutions unworthy 
our Chriftian profefiion, or our Nation. 

And iaftly, it is humbly dtfired, That this oar cafe may be 
represented to his Highnefs in the fame drefs it comes to you, 
for fimple attire beft becomes fo fad a truth, which (with our 
felves) we with all humility, proftrate at his Highnefs feet, with 
prayers for bis length of happy dayes. 

Thus Remonftranse ftilb a Pttition to hU Highnefs 
the Lord Proteftort \\>m delivered to Mr Se- 
cretary Thurloc, fVtdnefday iaft t being the 
feconi d*y of September. 1657. 



